Expression and structure of serum gp70 as an acute phase protein in NZB mice.
A cDNA corresponding to a serum gp70 synthesized as an acute phase protein in mouse hepatocytes was cloned and analyzed. This cloned cDNA had the characteristics of an endogenous xenotropic murine leukemia virus. Synthesized oligo-DNA specific for this cDNA reacted strongly with liver RNA derived from NZB mice injected with LPS as a trigger of an acute phase inflammatory response. There was also low level of gp70 in the kidney in response to LPS injection. The LTR structure of the cDNA showed that this clone is the immediate precursor of an infectious xenotropic virus in the proposed evolutionary scheme of murine leukemia virus.